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INTRODUCTION

At the session of the Elders Council that convened,
G, 1922

Sept.
<4, some lengthy consider:

{ ) ation was given to complaints of
irregularities at the Headquarters of the Church of God. It was

decided by the council to select an investigating committee, to
hear complaints and adjust differences and make such investi-
gations as they deemed necessary. F..J. Lee, J. B. Ellis and .J. &,
Llewellyn were duly selected by the Council as the committee.

After the committee was sclected, they met together from time
to time for the consideration of the matters in question. It was
finally unanimously decided by the committee to employ a coin-
petent auditor to examine the hooks and records of Head-
quarters, in order that they might make an intelligent report at
the next convening of the Elders Council.  The Auditor vro-
ceeded with his work, made up his report, and submitted the
same to the investigating committee who had engaged his ser-
vice. A.J. Tomlinson was immediately notified of the findings
of the Auditor. Then after some considerahle delay he returned
to Cleveland, Tenn., on May 7, and on May 8, a copy of the Audi-
tor’s report was submitted to him for examination and reply.
He stated that it would require some time for examination ond
consideration so his reply was deferred to later date.
It was decided hy the Executive Council, composed of A. J.
Tomlinson, General Overseer, F. J. ILee, Superintendent of Edu-
cational Department and J. S. Llewellyn, Kditor and Publisher, to
call the council of twelve Elders to convene in Cleveland, Tennes-
see, on June 12, 1923, for to consider of the matters in question.

It was also decided by the Executive Council that the Seventy
Elders also should have the privilege of attending this Council.

The council convened at the time appointed in the Church of
God Auditorium. Prior to the real opening for business, A. J.
Tomlinson proceeded to make some comment on the Auditor’s
report and explanation of the alleged shortage. Immediately after
the council was declared in session for business or in open con-
ference, apparently according to a well understood plan, C. T.
Anderson of Florida, addressed the moderator, who was im-
mediately recognized by the moderator. He proceeded with
some introductory remarks and filed complaints against M. S.
Lemons, J. B. Ellis and J. S. Liewellyn. The Secretary then read
the complaints.

Then the moderator, A. J. Tomlinson, formerly opened the
subject for discussion for those only who favored the
complaints as read, and for hours these three men were sub-
jected to the most severest criticism and slanderous insinuation.
All seemed to be welcomed by the moderator. but no one was
permitted to speak in their favor or defense. Finally after hours
had been spent in this very unbecoming way, and no other to he

3

found to speak against the accused, the way then ol)epet(i ftor tf;lﬁ
accused to defend themselves under tl_le most stnct fsir T
with specific instructions to conﬁne their ren}arks to ’ eircum—
defense and were not even permitted to speak of' a.n)ﬁ . e((; e
stance that lead up to, or Surround.ed the complam‘ts : 1 e
accused and their friends finally seeing that they were .not at e
equal liberty with theiir accusors, submitted their case ‘o(1 fgnsé
maining Council of Elders for decision without furthe(li be B
The Elders then retired to form thgxr conclusions, an xt'ogglv
back their decision that the complaints were filed 'pre—n3a uﬁlé(i
A number of the Elders contended that the complalpts 1\ ere}lenée
illegally and designed only for the purpose of puttm_g 1? Si S
the three Elders, and to block the way of the mvestltgl'la ion, i
to divert the meeting and its proceedings contrary to the (i)u?aréd
for which it was called. (The three accused were lzatfer . ‘SC atéd
to be EXONERATED). After the three accused w eled i ?rrcisé
and permitted to proceed with their official duties and e).est fu; .
their privileges, the n“leetting thelill 1()1roceeded to the business ¢

' -pose for which it was called. )
tlle:rl};;l 11]1)1(<))deel.a,)tror, A. J. Tomlinson, t}\en on account' ?f ﬂel;t nil];
vestigation vacated the chair as chairman and too}\ his ? - Wy
the congregation. The council se_lect?d Efford Hay »1’1es, oOrt v;"m
gan, to preside. Then the investigating com_mlttee sC {e].)k e tlcué
;'ea(i by J. S. Llewellyn and filed the same \Vlt,h‘t'he er 2o
Council with the exhibits referred to, which w a% a; C(zll)}fecords .
Aunditor’s report of the examination of the books an Clh i
e kelf)t s H(;atcliquaétsll‘zlgf th\(visenﬂl)]y He
G wo copies of minutes of the neral As y. e
thoe(:{ ;}))ll}gcgedeslotl,o a hl‘lief expla‘natim‘l: ;u;ﬁ ere';f:x; (;t; ttel;et ﬁler(f';ggs
stances leading up to the questions at 1ssue. 11 A

ir stances were laid hefore the council, A. J. Tom inso

i:g 1(;111S c;lggs };?)Sllel' A. Tomlinson, procee.ded at length titon?lx)\lrz:-l;
matters brought in (ll‘eSé1011. 1;\.fi;ell"ﬂ?]vlnsclfl(,ntllfhgiuresﬁga] o
-efer - left with the Council of Elder : : n
lc?lflzliz:ida(:idl df;c\ision, which is hereinafter set forth, which arti-
cles will best speak for themselves.




REPORT OF THE INVES
T
COMMITTEE | e

To the Council of Elders
‘ ulders of the Church
the City of Cle es of God to conven
ot veland, Tennessee, on June 12, 119.‘23—Gr2@it1.1

We, your investigati
% vestigatin i
following report: galing committee, beg leave to submit the

After ing tog i
1natterspflo;-1){$‘taltilcn}? tro}:,ether from time to time to consider the
s st decid;‘de'were appointed by this honora;ble body, we
i o e t1n ﬂ‘l& latter part of November, 1922 t'hat
Itk &) s oxt l conlgelgllels‘;egt §Ot you Tt} intelligent repori with-
. < pete uditor. After some iderati
“Yhonl;gl(t)ivlglrl;‘e;e)ﬁ. Battlg Audit Co., of Chattanoogc;(:,n'ls‘le(.l:rllggszz'
e A ek 1 xeseptatlve proceeded with the examination f
o cGOdlecc;rqs of the business lleadqual-fers of t](l)e'
submit to vou 122:'k:3[cllag§lt'h?ir o 'to ki "we iy
i ot re,port, ~ hibit A, to this our report, and made g
The said audit report wi
‘ port will best speak for its f
report was ; st speak for itself. A copy 5
J-el:)lv \:Tl?isé ﬁU\Ennt&d to A. J. Tomlinson for hig COIlSidel‘gii(())li :ng
whiéh Shomdvelpx_'esume he will make to this honograble bog
et gl (;'eall)rori‘torllllidagen‘tiOII and consideration along vnu:
it T and the report of this commit e
. n?;g:pallli((lzltgr’s examination did not deal parti(tv:u(];rly with-
o purp)o a ;on of func}s, which is to say, funds u;sed cont: -
i $31- 0001 A geh or‘]which 1‘t was raised. We find that z;pproxim!‘:fi;ry
é(’)ntra’ry t.o theas 310611 misapplied, and seems o have been u a
i e pur DOSG'fOI: which it was raised and in viola,t?ed
-l onl;'.” g H:)(i?:éleerd %)?I)‘lsr)lgiple that “the titheg are for the ming}
i m(;ne.y. » $3,973.23 of the above amount was orphan-
In the General Overseer’

, 1’s Evangel financial report whi
il;gsfnvsl o)n apafg%SZ' (of fhe Minutes of the Seventeg,)ntlh Aﬁﬁ
o mzntls ollows: ““The Magazine has paid for itself for th
i minutelaz gfng at()out $60.00 for the House.” This qppea.rg

i 1e (General Assembly, which conv : p
lgll-lid’.nT?nnessee, November 1-7, 1922,ywhich I\S;);“\s:i??eitcgetv o
theglm?n lftc;};yrzge?rse 5&{)011 in his own hand. The references al:ﬁ

: 5 1 0 are made a part of
. ) our re
- zl;klg:gt :I{(ﬁﬂ)ét B‘,1 to this our report. We further find gg;ttaj?lgg
el lelS ate of March 17, 1923, the following statement:
- shownlaul'ttltand'ard has not only been self supporting l;lut
s L a little profit about $200.00 a month, after pa in,
co Eeﬁ?stﬂﬁ, ¥1terest on investment, and wages » This pe?;;i e
; cts with the report to the Assembly. Tlie difference irlxn?lfg
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two statements amounting to $1,340.00. The letter referred to
purports to be from A. J. Tomlinson which we file and make a
part of our report, marked exhibit C.

We find in the latter part of the third paragraph of the same
letter above referred to the following statement with reference to
the Bible Correspondence School, “When Brother Lee assumed
the superintendence of the Bible Correspondence School at
Cleveland, there were outstanding accounts of about $28,000.00.”
Our investigation determines the fact that there were ap-
proximately $5000.00 outstanding accounts in favor of this de-
partment and a liberal estimate that not less than $3,000.00 of
these accounts are of no value and do not represent an asset of
that department. We are informed that in consultation with the
hoard of directors of this same department that A. J. Tomlinson
stated to them that there were $11,000.00 outstanding accounts.
The three statements that apparently conflict with each other,
need explanation which we are unable to give.

We further find that since the year 1920 that A. J. Tomlin-
son put into operation a financial scheme called Bvangel Loan
Fund or Exchange and Indemnity Department. Your committee
is of the opinion that such a department or scheme was never
authorized by the Church of God or its General Assembly, neither
was it operated according to any legal constituted authority by
the Church or its General Assembly. See resolution bheginning

on page 68 and ending on pase 69 in the Minutes of the fifteenth
Annual Assembly of the Church of God which convened, Noven-
ber 3-9, 1920, to which reference is here made. The said reso-
Iution being made a part of this report. The said minute is filed
as exhibit D to this our report. We are not of the opinion that
the Church is legally re yonsible for the obligation of this depart-
ment. The moral responsibility will be for you to determine. As
further support of our view with reference to this department we
fail to find where this department was ever constituted or author-
ized or where A. J. Tomlinson ever included this department in his
financial report. We further find that these certificates were
signed by him as Editor and Publisher which no such official
position was ever created or brought into existence in the
Church of God or its General Assemblies, until the Assembly
which convened in Cleveland, Tennessee, November 1-7, 1922
which action appears in the minutes of said Assembly, pages 49
and 50 to which reference is here made and filed as exhibit E,
with this report and made a part of same.
We, your committee, respectfully recommend that a fair,
square adjustment be made of all of the matters in question,

whether contained or pointed out in this report or otherwise, and

that proper steps be taken in this council that will guarantee the
just rights of the people and a square deal for all parties con-
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cerned, or in any wise affected.

The welfare of the Church re-
quires it.

We humbly submit to this honorable body this report, “With
malice toward none, and with charity for all, Let us strive to do
the right, as God shall give us to see the right.” “Let us hold fast
the faith that right makes might, and that iin that faith let us

dare to do our duty to the end as we understand| it.”—Lincoln.
Respectfully submitted,

) [ J. S. Llewellyn.
Investigating Committee. J. B. Hllis.

] F. J. Lee.

ELDERS DECISION

.Copy.of Record of Proceedings and Conclusion reached in
the investigation of A. J. Tomlinson are as follows:

Cash not accounted for which amounts to $14,141.83 is con-
sidered a shortage. Furthermore the investigating committee is
instructed .to continue their work; they are further instructed to
have the assistance of the General Secretary, also the privilege of
calling the auditor and paying him for his service. The further
investigation to include the checking of all the check stubs avail-
able with the daybooks. then if any are missing look up the
checks, then foot up the dayhooks, and see that the total is cor-
rect. If they find any checks not on the day book that has been
paid out by Brother Tomlinson, they are to give him credit on
the ledger account on the ahove. If Brother A. J. Tomlinson shall
be able to produce anything to show where he has paid out in
cash which is not on the daybook, such as receipts or receipted
bills or other written evidence, he is to he given credit for all such
items on presentation of such sufficient proof.

The auditor’s advice filed and made exhibit

A, under date of
June 16, 1923 was accepted and made

a part of record.
Approved and passed.

The explanation given with reference to the circular letters,
marked exhibit C, are not satisfactory.

Ad_opted and passed.

We accept and approve that part of the committee’s report
that refers to the Loan and Indemnity department and decide it
to be illegal and unauthorized by the General Assembly. It is an
established fact from figures that the money has not been used
in the Church of God Publishing House. This was unanimously
accepted by all the Elders with the exception of Geo. T. Brouayer
who files no objection but is not sufficiently clear in his mind
regarding same.

S. O. Gillaspie gave his approval and consent at the time it

v —B
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passed, then later changed his mind and concluded pos_sibly
that it might be legal. Exceptions were taken to Brother Gillas-
pie’s explanation and regarded as illegal ‘and not to be con--
sidered as any embarrassment to the action taken by the Elders
above referred to. 5 8. Temeliv

Brother Geo. T. Brouayer has the privilege of filing a writ-
ten objection. —_—

Bible Training School by Correspondence

After making a careful investigation of the circum's'tan(;ei
surrounding the Bible Training School and the l)l'();s,pe?t{)i 11{1 b‘\'
institution of like nature which is being plannec} in A\e'\\/ 0t Ly
\. J. and Homer A. Tomlinson should be considered as alll a;’he
nistic and embarrassing to the one 0\\'}16? dad cont& g1l'$gozl§tll‘1t
“hure B at Cleveland, Tenn. It is further understood the
Church of God at Cleveland, i ] Sertiui

aid in any way in the established aforesaic
those who aid in any way in ; e T (e
in New York City she onstrued as unfriendly anc ye
in New York City shall be col B i, b
oh in its various departments. It is further u ; (
the Church in its various dey \ 8 iy
i il i ase eive their endorsement to s S
that this council in no case g : : > 3 =
v S 1ediate steps
uti is fur - ordered by this council that imn
tution. It is further ordere ) il - R T T
< for rection of the Copyright of a 1
he taken for the correctic YT e n b
SONSE 3i -aining School, owned and ¢ )
lessons of the Bible Training oot <4

: d hi should have been conti
he Church of God which s ) WVE GEER. . 2
E‘mp\'riqhted in the name of Bible T 1'&111}1\% b;}hool.ﬁ)&:} Sset%ol(.l b

el of el Teun. It is further understood an
‘hurch of God at Cleveland, 3 il <l
. 7 S hat the purposes and intentions and mo‘_m .
i i - the Church were 1mpure,
copyrighting the publications owned by the b

i edi r corrected.
nnju%tbfmd unauthorized and should he immediately corr

Approved by the Elders in Council the 19th day of June,
ma 1. J. Boehmer,
Clerk of Council.

Cleveland, Tenn.

A. J. Tomlinson,

Year Br .- . . o
b "“Il lC(Z)tl?lel’j)lliance with your request I hgl ew 1@11 stt_lbllmg otx(:dil%ltled

y nf the record of proceedings of the 111\'eS‘tlgél 1(;;0,_11 e
001%0 investigating committee and the Elde}s Cou e
%S;tte et(:gether with their conclusion up to this time an
continuance. R —
= E. J. Boehmer (clerk).
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Conclusion of the Council of Elders of the Investigation of A. J.
Tomlinson

We accept and approve the report of the investigating .com-
mittee with the exhibits thereto. We have further concluded
that the shortage in his accounts as shown by the examination of
the books and records is $14,141.83 except the provision herein-
after set forth.

We further order and advise that the committee proceed
further with their investigation and check all check stubs with
daybooks. then if any are missing, look up the checks. Then
foot up the dayhooks and see that there is no mistake and that
the totals are correct. If there are any checks not on the day-
hook that was paid out for the Church, he shall be entitled to
credit for total of such checks not on book.

If he can produce anything to show where he has paid out
cash which is not on the daybooks, such as cancelled checks, or
receipted bills, he is entitled to credit for all such items.

The committee may call the auditor for further assistance
and is authorized to pay the same. Also they may have the
assistance of the General Secretary in their further examination
and investigation. This examination is to proceed at once and
the final conclusion reached and settlement made at the earliest
date possible.

We further advise that the explanation given in the investi-
cation with reference to the circular letters sent out by the
Faithful Standard Publishing Co., and those promoting the same
are not satisfactory.

We further advise that the circular letters or a portion of
them sent out by the Bible Correspondence School and that
feature of them that was brought into question, that the ex-
planations given were not satisfactory.

We further advise and so conclude that.inasmuch as the
attempted action and complaints filed on the night of June 12,
against J. B. Ellis, M. S. Lemons, and J. S. Llewellyn was indi-
rect connection with this investigation and designed only for
the purpose of hindering and blocking said investigation; that we,
here in conference assembled, do declare said complaint to be
illegal, arbitrary and coercive and for the purpose of intimidating
the council in this investigation for which cause and purpose the
council was called.

We further advise that the council and its committee pro-
ceed to safeguard the interest of the Church untrampled in their
action.

We further advise that A. J. Tomlinson proceed no further
with his official duties or ministerial activities until a sat-
isfactory agreement or settlement can be reached for the adjust-
ment of the matters in question.

bl

e —

IMPEACHMENT

To the Supreme Judges—Court of Justice

M. S. Lemons, F. J. Lee, I S. Llewellyn, T. L. McLain,
S. W. Latimer, J. B. Ellis and E. J. Boehmer presiding.

We, the undersigned, respectfully submit and file this
article of impeachment against A. J. Tomlinson as General
Overseer and Chairman of the General Assembly and mem-
ber of the Supreme Council by virtue of his office as Gen-
eral Overseer, also Bishop in the Church of God, and Geo. 'T.
Brouaver and S. O. Gillaspie, both members of the Supreme
Jouncil and State Overseers and Bishops in the Church of
God, and C. T. Anderson, Evangelist, in the Church of God.
We file this article of impeachment and charges as herein set
forth against the above named parties, seeking immediate re-
lief from their unlawful and illegal practices as such ministers
and officials as above indicated, and for the reasons hereinafter
set forth.

The jurisdiction of any State official body or any other
council claiming jurisdiction over matters herein referred to
hereby waived and immediate relief sought at the bar of
Supreme Judges—Court of Justice, whose names appear s
such judges for the year 1923 on page 106 of the Minutes of
the Seventeenth Anmnual Assembly of the Church of God, held
at Cleveland, Tennessee, November 1-7, 1922.

For authority for the preceding reference is here made to
Article Five, Section One, also Article Four, Section Eleven of
the Constitution as appears in the Minutes above referred to.

This article of impeachment and the charges herein con-
tained is filed for and on behalf of ourselves and all other of-
ficials, ministers, and members of the Church of God not con-
nected or allied with the above named officials in the various
official capacities, also as the next friend to all other parties
concerned or effected by their disloyal and official misconduct
as contained in the complaints and charges as follows: which
are taken up separately, which are to apply to each party as
indicated: Against A. J. Tomlinson.

First—For failing to turn over to the proper officials all
funds that should have ‘heen in his hands at the close of the
General Assembly, November, 1922.

Second—For mis-appropriating contrary to the purpose,
for which it was raised, approximately $3,900.00 of Orphanage
money and thereby depriving them of the necessary support
and leaving the treasury destitute of funds to meet urgent
bills made by him.

Third-—For mis-applying other funds amounting to several
thousand dollars contrary to the purpose for which it was raised
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and the intention for which it was to be applied.

Fourth- -For ignoring and refusing to discharge his official
duties as General Overseer and member of the KExecutive
Council, by refusing to cooperate in the manner prescribed by
the General Assembly.

Fifth—For forfeiting agreements made in Supreme Council
and Executive Council and ignoring the same.

Sixth—For copywriting certain publications belonging
to the Church of God in his own name and for permitting his
son, Homer A. Tomlinson, to copyright a part of the lessons
of the Bible Correspondence School owned by the Church_ of
Yod, and for undertaking to aid him in establishing legal clzu_ms
tor publications owned by the Church of God, after making
repeated statements that it was the property of the Church.

Seventh-—For making misleading statements or allowing
same to be made over his signature that were calculated _t.()
unduly influence and financially injure any who might be in-
fluenced by such statements.

Eighth—For making confiicting reports to .the f‘xepv_ra[.
Assembly and the board of directors of the Bible Training
School and prospective investors. ‘

Ninth—For attempting and undertaking to estu.l)h_sh other
publishing interests and con'esponden'ce_ school that'ls le].(‘ll(;
lated to he in opposition and antagonistic to that ow ned an
controlled by the Church of God. ‘ o

Tenth—-For failing to account‘ for a C‘.(n‘\su?efrz}lv)lgi. sl‘lgtotll
age in his accounts and failing to give gatisfactory explang
for saine. )
for ;Ele\venth——Fm- employing nn.fair,‘ unjust.'a]}d.‘11_1?:9;-(‘11 111\%::2
to block the way of a fair in\'e?tlf‘?'-atl?ﬁc(l)lf] Lléll; <:1f:)(el‘ltli:i(;llils‘( e
. s . it o) o | 4 ‘ i W 'C S o
huees, velgtions L t'l;:stcgel!lrlt;i\n )?ninisters and officials who

framing charges agal S al i e
s*(mo'htﬁto protect the interest of the Church and its memb
SUUS

and friends.

ing i egiding as chair-
Twelfth—For unbecoming conduct in presiding @

i H - g roQ ¢ artyv h(—\
man over a council in whlcht.h]e‘,thn]\)ly.&;.e}li“(\)\\ii;]j 8;1(;:; ?‘g\r()?ed
litigation. And showing .p_zu.' iali _\." y al u“b&mning Ll
to him to slander and criticise 1n a"\/el y \ éite - o

-ithout restraint and then refusmg,' the ‘(;p‘po e 8 e
;\ill)ter;)v in defending themselves agalqst‘ such'e(-,z\clclm“x‘xgdo {m Jthis
uée and abuse. It is further alleged that- (;n1 citm T e 1
unfair and unjust conduct it has rende‘xg(w 1 T R s
the honor of presiding over such a 1'net.et1}1bf dthe e kion that
prought shame and disgrace on the dignity o

- he undertakes to occupy.

i § overn-
Thirteenth—For condemning some of the rules of g

11
ment as passed and outlined by the General : 7 oin i
regula.r. session and allowing those under hinll ‘txssggﬂzlge 1;232
angl using his influence in a very disloyal manner against the
action of the General Assembly, while said rules and principles
of government are in full force and effect. P

. Fourteenth—JFor refusing to cooperate with i
mth'hqn in lifting the burdens of tfebt off thetg%ﬁ'ﬁﬁsgglagsg
_Pubhshmg H_ouse but at the same time using his ‘energies and
lqﬂuence against it and causing others so to do and promotin
his own private interest by putting on a stock selling campaigng
for the promotion of a separate enterprise now owned by thé
Church but calculated to be antagonistic to the interest and
welfare pf the Church in its various departments. This was
done‘whlle on salary paid him by the Church of God. In view
qf this fapt 1_t should be so construed that it is a misappropria-
tion qf his time, energy, and influence which should have been
used in favor of the Church of God in its various departments
according to agreements made by him in Executive Council. .

Fifteen_th——For holding secret councils and conspiring and
seeking to influence others to rebel and oppose certain actions
of the General Assembly and to embarrass certain positions
created and filled by the said General Assembly.

. The said Geo. T. Brouayer and S. O. Gillaspie in their posi-
tions above described are charged with aiding and abetting
the said'A. J. Tomlinson in the principal part of his illegal acts
above' referred to, and embarrassing the deliberationg of the
coupcﬂ in their efforts to investigate the serious complaints
against A. J. Tomlinson, also by manifesting a contentious
spirit which is foreign to our Holy Religion. also for aiding
him in promoting a private enterprise against the interest of
the Church and its general welfare.

The said C. T. Anderson is also charged with acting in
a very unbecoming manner by aiding and becoming a party to
conspiracy to thwart the purposes of the Council in the in-
vestigation of the alleged shortage in the accounts of A. J.
Tomlinson. It is further alleged that he has acted in a very
unbecoming manner by instituting illegal proceedings against
certain officials of the Church, to embarrass them in the dis-
charge of their official duties in protecting the interest of the
Church and procuring for its ministers, membership and
friends their just rights. It is further alleged that he has con-
ducted himself in such an unbecoming manner as to render him
unworthy of the honor and rank of an Evangelist in the Church
of God.

For and on account of the above complaints, we respect-
fully plead and seek for relief from further illegal practices and



12

that the said A. J. Tomlinson be restrained from further official
aets and ministerial activities and -any interference whatsoever
until the final termination of this action. And that the General
Secretary shall be restrained and so advised to withhold any
further compensation for his service until the final termination
of this litigation.

That the said Geo. T. Brouayer and S. 0. Gillaspie be
restrained from any further official action or ministerial ac-
tivities until the final termination of this litigation.

That the said C. T. Anderson shall be restrained from act-
ing or serving in any capacity as a minister or evangelist until
the final termination of this litigation.

The undersigned believe that the above complaints and
charges are true in substance and fact but part of them are
not of their own personal knowledge but from the best im-

formation obtainable.

It is plead and insisted that this honorable body proceed

with the judical investigation of all of the complaints and any
others that may develop in said investigation and give to the
Church such relief as may be asked in this article, also such
relief as may be found necessary for the protection of the gen-
eral interest of the Church of God and the rights of its min-
isters, members and friends. _

We further ask that the clerk of this judical body serve a
copy of these complaints on the defendants above ment10ped
and that this board of justice arrange for an early hearing,

the welfare of the Church requiring it.
A. Gann.

T. S. Payne.
K. Haynes.

Filed June 21, 1923, 9:15 P. M.

FINAL

We, the Elders Council of the Church of God, with business
headquarters at Cleveland, Tennessee in conference assembled
on the 21st day of June at 9:20 P. M. agree and pass the
following:

Whereas,
for the consideratio

we have been in conference from day to day
n and investigation of the accounts (_)t
A. J. Tomlinson who has attempted in various ways to (?xp’lam
the shortage referred to in these proceedings and to.thls date
has failed to give satisfactory explanation or reparation. We,
now in the closing hours of this conference, express our deep
regret for the unfavorable situation that has developed on ac-

count of this seeming unfortunate affair. )
We heartily commend and endorse the work of the in-
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g?;téhgating committee and their exceeding liberality toward
ke er Tomlinson and the many earnest efforts that have
n put forth by them and other members of this council.

After considering some slight objecti P i
these rgcords as exceptions tak%n byb]Gegg.o n’I? grf(?mr toarig
S. 0. Gillaspie and the contentious spirit that they e W |
and the unreasonableness of their objections and their refusal
to accept the facts, we, the moderator and Elders in council, do
overrule said exceptions and regard them as illegal and ,not
well founded and on account of being so overruled are forever
hereafter to be ‘regarded as though no exceptions were taken.

N On account of the conclusion and decision of this council
dlsqqalifying A. J. Tomlinson as chairman until such time as
a satisfactory agreement and adjustment can be reached on the
n3att(_3rs in question, and in view of the fact that he relinquished
his right as such chairman and voluntarily surrendered same
to Efford Haynes after being selected by  this council, we
therefore, in view of these facts and failure to this date on his
account of our reaching a satisfactory settlement, retain
the said Efford Haynes as chairman of this council until the
final termination and full acceptance of this council of the
terms and agreements on the matters in question.

At the conclusion of this session we adjourn to meet on
the 25th day of October, 1923 after leaving the matters of further
consideration and adjustment in the hands of the investigating
committee with power to act.

The provisions referred to in the conclusion of the Elders
Council to give credit for any paid check or receipted bill in
no case is to be construed now or hereafter of any doubt pf
the correctness of the auditor’s report, but on account of the
possibility of the bookkeeper failing to record some of the items.
This is done only from the sense of fairness and liberality and
to give them the benefit of their own mistakes. In view of
the fact that the auditor could not take them into consideration
on account of them not heing on the book.

We deplore the unpleasant situation that developed in the
early part of this council as a result of an effort to block the in-
vestigation, that of charges being filed against J. B. Ellis, M. S.
Lemons and J. S. Llewellyn who suffered unwarranted criticism
hecause of their efforts to protect the interest of the Church and

its membership. They were fully exonerated by this council.

Reaffirming our firm belief in the principles and practices
goven.nment and teaching of the Church of God, we herewith’
-submlt tl}e facts as found by our investigation to the judgmenﬁ
of the fair-minded people with the earnest plea that you be not
soon shaken by letters or communication that do not contain



14

ith ~j t or any action until. you
the facts, but withhold your judgmen
have the whole matter before you gmd above all stand. t{}(l}i to
the Church of God and the principles of right and justice.

Letters

Cleveland, Tenn.
June 25, 1923.

J. S. Llewellyn,
2524 Gaut St.,
Cleveland, Tenn.
Dear Brother:

Since the business that was to come before thlet (Ci}ou;lgg
which was called in session June 12th, Wals (;wtlciniltphea: r;ot'vet

ideri 1 ismi I conclude tha Y

nsidering the matter of dismissal, : , '

g;)osed bu,tg since the brethren have dispersed I have _decu(ile;_ll ‘tﬁ
give tﬁem a little space of time to come together again an 1}15 :
:1311) the business. Therefore, I send out this special notice ang
= You will be expected to meet again on July 24th: . 1923, d tiln
Cleveland, Tenn., the hour to be named after the arrival of e
Coun'(lz‘llll%ll"sé are some matters of the utmqst importancq 'in tt{e
interest of the Church of God to be considered. B){' giving thl‘i
much time I trust you will be able to malfe all arrange}nerilts :‘O i
will not unduly inconvenience you to be in Cleveland at the time
named above. - e

Wi regards, I rem

With due regards, ——

A. J. Tomlinson.

Cleveland, Tenn.
June 26, 1923.

A. J. Tomlinson,
Dear Brother:

i ive Council, ac-
e, the undersigned members of the Executm_a e
knoxylzedge receipt of your letter of June 25, 1923, in, which you
undertake to call the Council of twelve Elders to re-convene .on
th of July, 1923. _ - )
the 2V4V(£1 (c)onstiguting a majority of the said Executive Councxl,f d{)
not agrée or concur in the action that you undertake for the fol-
ing reasons: ) |
1mel%rst—Becatuse the General Assembly has qdwsed and Sﬁ
ordered that the Executive Council, “Shall councﬂ’ ’together on 29
matters of general interest to the Church of God.” See page o
of the minutes of the Seventeenth Annual Assembly. We rega
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these matters and the questions at issue as of general interest to
the Church in general. This order of the Assembly you seem to
have overlooked or undertake to ignore. ’

Second—Because the Council of Elders was called by the said
Executive Council to convene in the city of Cleveland, Tennessee,
June 12, 1923, for the well understood purpose of investigating
and considering the report of the investigating committee of

your official conduct and the alleged shortage in your accounts

as shown by the auditor’s report of examination of your bhooks.
After meeting together from time to time until the night of June
21 the said Council adjourned in good order to re-convene the
25th day of Cctober, 1923 after leaving the matters in question in
the hands of the investigating committee with power to act in the
final settlement with you. This is contained in the article adopted
in the final session of the said Elders Council, called FINAL
which is of record in the clerk’s office of the said Elders Council.

Third—Because the said Elders Council ordered and so de-
cided and advised that you discontinue vour official duties and
ministerial activities until a satisfactory adjustment could be
made of the matters in question.

Fourth-—Because the remainder of the (uestions clustering
around the investigation was referred to the investigating com-
mittee which was to allow you the privilege of producing any
cancelled checks or receipted bills not on vour books. The com-
mittee stands ready to consider any question of credit of the
nature above mentioned and are very anxious to go with you into
the matter looking forward to a peaceful settlement of the mat-
ters in question.

Fifth-—Because impeachment charges were filed against
you, Geo. T. Brouayer, and S. O. Gillaspie in due form on the
21st of June, 1923.The Judges are ready to convene at such
time as may best suit your convenience and hear whatever plea
of defense youn may wish to make against the complaints filed.
A copy of the complaints is filed with the clerk of the board of
Judges. The same document of complaints contains cha ges
against C. T. Anderson. Contained in said complaints are re-
straints sought for the discontinuance of official duties and minis-
terial activities until the final termination of the litigation. The
said prayer for restraint was granted by the hoard of Judges until
the conclusion or a peaceable adjustment of the questions at is-
sue.  On account of said complaints, duly filed as above stated,
we conclude that neither you, Geo. T. Brouayer, nor S. O.
Gillaspie has any just or legal right to act or serve in any official
capacity until the complaints herein referred to have been duly
disposed of. We, therefore, would appreciate some expression
from you as to the best suited time for the hearing, also if you
wish to continue the search further as to cancelled checks or re-
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ceipted bills representing cash paid out by you for the Church and
not on your books. We want to re-assure you that we will take
pleasure in cooperating in any fair and just manner to bring
about a satisfactory settlement that will insure all parties affected
and concerned, a square deal. i

We are at a loss to know of your purpose in undertaking to
independently call a council of the Elders without consultation
with ether two members of the Executive Council, even if
there had been no complaints filed to render you ineligible for
such an official act. :

In view of the facts and circumstances above referred to,
we are of the opinion that you have no legal right to re-convene
the Council of Elders and for the reasons herein contained, we are
unable to agree or give our consent to such a move but do insist
that we proceed in the manner already prescribed by the de-
cisions and conclusions reached by the recent Elders Council,
with the earnest hope that a satisfactory agreement may be
reached that will guarantee the just rights of all parties con-
cerned, and thereby restore harmony and good will throughout
the Church, in order that this cause that we all love so well be no
longer hindered.

Very sincerely yours,

F. J. Lee.

Members of Executi éCo il.
i i g g J. S. Llewellyn.




